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Press Release

Enhancing multilateralism and reinforcing nuclear security: EU
support to the UN in promoting the universalization and
effective implementation of the International Convention for
the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (ICSANT)

New York, 19 June 2023 — The United Nations Counter-Terrorism Centre (UNCCT) of the United
Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT), together with the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC) and the European Union (EU) held a hybrid side event on the margins of the
United Nations 2023 Counter-Terrorism Week, convening over 120 representatives from
Member States and international and regional organizations.

The event raised awareness of the importance of the universalization and effective
implementation of the International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism
(ICSANT) and demonstrated the strong partnership between the European Union and the United
Nations on enhancing multilateralism and strengthening nuclear security through its four-and-a-
half-year capacity building project.

Moreover, the side event provided a platform for Member States to share their experience,
raised awareness of the threat of nuclear terrorism, the international legal framework, and the
technical assistance available and showcased the significant work that UNOCT and UNODC have
conducted in this area.

During the welcoming remarks session, Mr. Raffi Gregorian, Director, and Deputy to the Under-
Secretary-General for Counter-Terrorism, UNOCT, emphasized that “today’s meeting
showcased efforts of Member States, the United Nations, and the European Union in countering






The second session was dedicated to presentations on the progress made under the current
project (January 2019 - June 2023), during which UNOCT and UNODC also highlighted the main
priorities to be addressed by the upcoming project (July 2023 - June 2026) in support of the
universalization and effective implementation of the ICSANT, including awareness-raising and
capacity-building activities.

Background

This event was part of the global project on Promoting Universalization and Effective
Implementation of ICSANT, funded by the European Union and jointly implemented by
UNOCT/UNCCT and UNODC. ICSANT was adopted in 2005 by consensus by the United Nations
Gen
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