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But we all know that sport and sporting events play a significant role in 
addressing and preventing violent extremism by empowering youth, 

showcasing the importance of gender equality, and facilitating integration and 
community resilience.  
 

In today’s particularly volatile world, sport is a critical shelter for young 
and vulnerable people.  

 

Sport helps children and teenagers across the globe to build the 
psychological and emotional strength to be better, more tolerant and 
respectful citizens. Sport equips them with the right tools to resist terrorist 

propaganda. 
 
 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,   
 

I am very pleased to open this High-Level meeting, which reflects the UN 

Office of Counter-Terrorism commitment to  actively engage on the promotion 
of sport and its values to prevent violent extremism.  

 

And I am very proud to do so in partnership with our good friends and 
colleagues from the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations, the United Nations 


