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joy and friendly energy of so many thousands of people from around the world 
gathered in the stadium. 
 
Sport transcends national, cultural and socioeconomic barriers. It is a language 
that we all can understand. 
 
 
From Bamako to Boston, Buenos Aires to Baghdad, football breaks down social 
barriers, heals divisions and champions tolerance. 
 
It is a powerful agent of peace that brings hope where there is only despair. 
 
Football and other sports play a key role in preventing violent extremism by 
empowering young women and men and giving them a sense of belonging; by 
promoting respect and building stronger communities; and by keeping them 
rooted and resilient against terrorist narratives and recruitment. 
 
Football can also be a bridge across generations. 
 
That is why my Office launched a major global programme earlier this year to 
promote sport and its values as a tool to prevent violent extremism, and to 
strengthen the security of major sporting events. 
 
I would like to thank Her Excellency Ambassador Alya Al-Thani and the State of 
Qatar for their generous financial support to this multi-year programme, and to 
the People’s Republic of China and the Republic of Korea who are also 
financially supporting this programme. The United States engagement in our 
activities is very much appreciated.  
 
We are working closely with the United Nations ! 
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We heard from Ms. Suad Galow, the Chairperson of the Somali Basketball 
Association, how sport taught her valuable life skills such as teamwork, 
discipline and leadership. 
 
And from Ms. Sari Essayah, member of the Finnish International Olympic 
Committee and World Race Walking Champion, who spoke about the direct 
link between sport, education and self-confidence. 
 
We will use the event’s findings to produce a handbook for policy-makers, civil 
society and sports bodies on how to implement sport-based initiatives to 
prevent and counter violent extremism. 
 
Last week we launched a call for proposals  - through our partner UNICRI  - 
to support grassroots civil society organizations that are using sports-based 
projects to tackle violent extremism and strengthen community resilience.  
 
And n


