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Mr. President,  

Excellencies and Distinguished Representatives, 

 

Let me begin by expressing my profound condolences to Afghanistan, Chad, France, Nigeria, 

Somalia, the United Kingdom, and all Member States which have recently suffered terrorist attacks. My 

heartfelt thoughts and sympathy go to the survivors and families of the victims. 

  

I thank you for the opportunity to brief the Security Council on the eleventh report of the Secretary-

General on the threat posed by ISIL to international peace and security, and the range of United Nations 

efforts in support of Member States in countering this threat, as mandated by the Security Council 

resolution 2368 (2017). 

  

The report was prepared by the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team of the ISIL and 

Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee, led by Mr. Fitton-Brown, and the Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive 

Directorate, led by Ms. Coninsx, in close collaboration with my Office, and with contributions from other 

United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination Compact entities.  
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Mr. President,  

  

This report covers a period like no other, marked by the COVID-19 pandemic, affecting virtually all 

Member States. This pandemic environment raises several strategic and practical challenges for counter-

terrorism, which we discussed during the Virtual Counter-Terrorism Week organized by my Office last 

month.   

  

Our discussions during the Virtual Counter-Terrorism Week showed that States need to stay 

attuned to how the ISIL threat evolves during and after the pandemic. They also emphasized the need to 

sustain the focus and resources required to address the persistent threat posed by ISIL and the continuing 

challenges posed by foreign terrorist fighters.  

  

Since the start of the year, we have seen contrasting regional disparities in the threat trajectory. In 

conflict zones, the threat has increased, as evidenced by ISILΩǎ regrouping and increasing activity in Iraq and 

the Syrian Arab Republic, and among some of its regional affiliates.  

 

However, in non-conflict zones, the threat appears to have decreased in the short term. Measures 

to minimize the spread of COVID-19, such as lockdowns and restrictions on movement, seem to have 

reduced the risk of terrorist attacks in many countries.  

 

Yet, there is a continued trend of attacks by individuals inspired online and acting alone or in small 

groups, which could be fueled ōȅ L{L[Ωǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǎǘƛŎ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /h±L5-19 crisis.  

 

¢ƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΩǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ unclear, as its socio-

economic fallout could exacerbate conditions conducive to terrorism and increase the medium- to long-

term threat, both within and outside conflict zones.   
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aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ L{L[Ωǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŘƛǊŜction under its new leader. 

/ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ L{L[ ŎƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ άǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ 

loosen, thereby strengthening regional affiliates.  

 

Mr. President, 

  

I would like to highlight some developments in different regions.  

  

In the Middle East, the ISIL core has continued to consolidate its position in some areas previously 

under its control, operating increasingly confidently and openly. More than 10,000 ISIL fighters are 

estimated to remain active in Iraq and Syria, moving freely in small cells between the two countries. There 

has been a significant increase in ISIL attacks in both countries in 2020 compared to 2019. 

  

The COVID-19 crisis has further complicated the already dire and unsustainable situation of 

thousands of individuals with suspected links to ISIL who are stranded in the conflict zone, especially 

women and children. Repatriation, prosecution, rehabilitation, and reintegration and the protection of the 

vulnerable have become ever more urgent. While some states have repatriated and continue to repatriate 

children, we have seen only limited progress in overcoming legal, political, and practical hurdles to 

repatriation.  

  

The global threat from ISIL is likely to increase if the international community fails to meet this 

challenge. Decisive action is required from Member States on humanitarian, human rights, and security 

grounds.  The Secretary-General reiterates his call on Member States to meet their obligations under 

international law and repatriate their nationals -- women, men, and children.  The United Nations system 

stands ready to support their efforts in this regard. 

  

Turning to Africa, the Islamic State in West Africa Province (ISWAP) remains a major focus of ISIL 

global propaganda, and its total membership of approximately 3,500 makes it one of the largest of the 
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commemoration of the International Day of Remembrance of and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism last 

week reminded us that we need to do more to support victims.  

 

In particular, more needs to be done to address sexual violence committed by ISIL, both in terms of 

accountability and support to victims.  

 

Third, countering the financing of terrorism remains a key priority. The pandemic increases the 

potential risk of cybercrime by terrorists to raise and move funds.  In June, the United Nations Counter-

Terrorism Centre in my Office, together with CTED, UNODC, and the Office of Information and 

Communications Technology, launched a new, global capacity-building programme for the prevention and 

suppression of the financing of terrorism, in line with the Security Council resolution 2462 (2019).  

  

Fourth, my Office has continued to partner with a broad range of entities to support Member 
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The COVID-19 crisis has highlighted the challenges we face in eliminating the threat of terrorism. 

ISIL and other terrorist groups seek to exploit the far-reaching disruption and negative socio-economic and 

political impacts of the pandemic.  

 

As emphasized during the Virtual Counter-Terrorism Week, strengthening collective action and 

international counter-terrorism cooperation must remain a priority during and after the pandemic.  

 

As Member States continue their efforts to develop comprehensive responses to the threat posed 

by ISIL and terrorism, they can count on the full support of my Office and the United Nations system 

through the Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination Compact. 

  

Thank you, Mr. President. 


