


whose sacrifices and unstinted assistance it would be 
impossible for us today to participate in the construction 
of a new world order. 

The small nations of the world are especially grateful 
to the four great powers who, notwithstanding the tremendous 
burden of the war, have placed before all else the establish-
ment of an organization for the preservation of the peace 
now shortly to be won. 

At this moment, on the eve of victory, the thoughts 
of Ethiopia turn with those of the other United Nations 
in homage to the memory of him who lived and died for the 
defense and preservation of world peace, President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt. 

We, the smaller nations of the world, have been called 
upon to participate in the present Conference, not only 
because of the identity of ideals which binds us to the 
great powers in the present struggle and of our particular 
interest in the assurance of a lasting peace but also 
because it is upon the guaranty of the free and independ-
ant existence of the 
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reliance was acknowledged and accepted by the League of 
ÅNations and that the League of Nations had sought to 
fulfil its responsibility by the application of sanctions 
against the aggressor. It was, however, equally certain 
that the sanctions chosen were decided upon and applied 
too lat~ an½ were inadequate to meet the clear neeessities 
of the situation. Notwithstanding the increasing gravity of 
events, the League, by refined subterfuges 'of procedures, 
eluded the applica~ion of the measures clearly essential 
to aid my country in its struggle against the aggressor. 
Moreover, the members of the League, in imposing an 
embargo on the export of arms to Ethiopia, in effect 
facilitated the task of the aggressor. 

It is, finally, a matter of history thatĿ after the 
failure of repeated demanda of the Lea~e of Nations to 
bring to a halt the decimation of an entire people 
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foe. They could not vanquish the fear of responsibility 
on the part of the League or overcome its predilection 
for ad hoc organs created both 
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interrupted and the application of sanctions suspended in 
order to call such 



and cons1derations shaped through long and tragic years. 
She is hopetul that her experience may assist in estab-
lishing an Organization vhich can turn to profit the 
errors of the past and devise a lasting monument to the 
heroic sacrifices of the present generation. To that 
end she pledges her every effort and to that hope her 
undying allegiance. 

MR. STETTINIUS: Ladies and Gentlemen, the Chair 
recognizes the Minister of Foreign Affaira and the Chair-
man of the Delegation of France. 

MR. BIDAULT (speaking in French; translation follovs): 
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: On this day of 
victory vhen, tor the first time, I have the honor and 
privilege of speaking to you on behalt of France, I shall 
not try to bide my feelings of deep emotion. 

The collapae of Hitlerite Germany vhich ve are nov 
vitnessing is for the United Nations as a vhole--and 
especially tor my country, vhich this pover of prey has 
laid vaste. three times during the past 75 years--an 
event at once so long ava1ted and so profoundly dramatic 
that our minds are struck by the incredibl~ torce of such 
a lesson given to the spirit of violence and aggression. 

As a man vho only a fev months ago vas still being 
hounded dovn 1n his ow.n country, then entirely occupied 
and savagely oppressed by.a toe vho today stands at b~, 
may I be alloved to include in one vhole-hearted Ŀtribute 
all those vho, humble or glorious, have vorked tor our 
common salvation: the heroic Soviet .Arrrry', vhose standardlĿ 
bear so mamy resounding victorias, from Stalingrad to 
Berlin; the valorous divisions of Great Britain and the 
Dominions, old and gallant comrades 1n our struggles; 
the magn1f1cent American troops vhose blood has been 
shed on our soil, so far from their ovn tovns and 
countryside, for a cause vhich knows no distance, thus 
endearing to us still further the soil that received it 
and making more sacred still the harvest it has raised, 
and vhich is called freedom. 

Tbese armiea, uniting their efforts, mingling their 
sacrifices, have taken the largest share of the common 
tight on the battletiÅlds of Europe, atter the tremendous 
initial shock of the assailant had, for the moment, knocked 
France out, vhile their Americ&n, British, and Chine se 
brothers-iD-a~& 1n other parts of the vorld vere carry-
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